


Dual Federalism 

• Belief that having separate and equally 
powerful levels of government is the 
best arrangement. 



What was going on? 

•  Civil War (1861-1865) 
•  Reconstruction (1865-1877) 
•  World War I (1914-1918) 
•  Beginnings of the Depression (1929) 



Secession of the South 

• South Carolina led the 
secession in December of 1860. 

• President James Buchanan saw 
using the army to prevent it as 
unconstitutional, although he 
did see the secession as illegal. 

• Abraham Lincoln led the 
expansion of the national 
government in order to hold the 
Union together. 



Civil War Aftermath 

• As a result, the national government 
grew in size and power 

• Even with the growth of the federal 
government, the states’ 
governments powers didn't diminish 
until the next change in federal 
system occurred 

• Civil War Amendments: 
•  13th amendment 
•  14th amendment 
•  15th amendment 



13th Amendment 

• One of the three Civil War 
amendments; specifically 
bans slavery in the US 

 



14th Amendment 

• Ratified in 1860 
•  Includes 3 key clauses: 

•  No state can deny someone as a citizen 
•  The due process clause limits state’s 

abilities to deprive citizens of their legal 
rights 

•  Guarantees equal protection and due 
process of the laws to all US citizens 



15th Amendment 

• One of the three Civil War 
amendments; specifically 
gave newly freed male slaves 
the right to vote 



Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)  

• Plessy 
challenged a 
Louisiana 
statute requiring 
that railroads 
provide 
separate 
accommodation
s for blacks and 
whites. The 
court ruled that 
it did not violate 
the 14th 
amendment. 

• Separate but 
equal laws 
(between 
African-
Americans and 
whites) were 
constitutional 



Government’s role in 
Economy 

•  Interstate Commerce 
Act (1887) 

•  Allowed Congress 
established itself as an 
important role in the 
national economy 

•  The US government has 
the power to regulate 
the railroad industry, 
particularly the 
monopolies created by 
them. 

•  Sherman Anti-Trust Act 
(1890) 

 First measure passed 
by the U.S. Congress to 
prohibit trusts. 
 
 

 



16th Amendment 

• Gave Congress power to levy 
and collect income taxes 
•  Increased the power of the federal 

government  
•  This was a substantial increase in 

federal powers. This allowed the 
government to work on national 
projects that couldn’t be worked 
on before because of the low 
funds available. 



17th Amendment 

• Made senators directly 
elected by the people instead 
of the state legislatures like 
before 



Hammer v. Dagenhart 

•  Keating – Owen Act 
(1916): prohibited the 
interstate shipment of 
goods produced by child 
labor. 

•  Reuben Dagenhart sued 
on behalf of his freedom 
to allow his fourteen 
year old son to work on 
a textile mill. 

•  The government 
asserted that the Act fell 
within the authority of 
Congress under the 
Commerce Clause. 



World War I & Great 
Depression 

• 1921- Nation experienced a 
severe slump in agricultural 
prices 

• 1926- Construction industry 
declined 

• 1929- Stock market prices were 
rising since 1926, and crashed 
on October 29 = DEPRESSION  



Cake Analysis 

•  Two layers: federal and state 
•  Monopoly gummy pieces represents the 

growing monopolies with the government 
crushing them 

•  M&M’s represent Congress levying and 
collecting income taxes 

•  Chocolate chips represent the African 
American gaining freedoms and became 
equal through the amendments 

•  Handcuffs also represent those freedoms 
•  The flag represents citizenship granted 
 in the 14th 
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